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The lVagner Nerv Play Festival is a one-ot-a-kincl opportuniq. to sec sonte of the ntost
exciting nerv plavs being rvlitten todal'. UC San Diego plar,rvrights arre ntarking a name ior
ther.r.rselves lrationally. San Diego audiences carr be the lirst to see pla1,s tl.rat have gonc on
to be produced Olt-Broadu,;rr. and in legional theatres acloss the coLrntn'. 'Ihe plal's b1, our
I'IF'A plapvrights that you rvill see represent a rvide range oloriginal r-oices ancl stolies tbr.
tl.re stage. \\,'hat is so unique irbor:t tl.re \\ragner Nerr Pla1, Festival is the ir.rtegral role it pla1.s

in cultivating a neu,generation of plal'u'rights rvl.ro are alreacil'translornting the landscape of
Arrerican theatre. \\rhat is equalll,uniqr.re abor-rt the lestival is tl-re *'ar)'in nl-rich it shol.cases
the exceptional talents of our \lFA actors, directors, designers, and stage rranagers as thev
come togetl'rer to bring these nerr plal's to the stage. It is an erhilarating ald rnspirilrg tltne
ir-r our season, atrd u,e are thrilled to be irble to share the rvork I'ith r.ou.
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Gina 1,laria Cioffi (Des) is a recent alumnlrs ol UC San Diegos 'l'hezrter BA program. She

heid tfie position of Undergraduate 'fhetltre Representati','e it.r the 2016-2017 sci.rool year'.

uc sun Diego cledits: shekitls i\'ionsters, Rtnnors (studio), Anansi, tlrc s.tory King, sitttpl2'

Frierj (UNpF), Electra (Studio), Tlrc 25th Annttttl Pu.tnarit Cwutty Spelling Bee (Studio),

Legall1, Blonde, tlte ivlttsical (tr'ILrir trlLrsical), and Tlie Bw'iol a't Thebes.

Farah Dinga (Marian) is a third vear transfer student in UCSD's 'lheatre and Dauce
program. TIis is her acting debr.rt hire rn San_Diego, and.is proud to be making an appear-

",.rcJ,,'t 
SERE. UCSD Credits: The Skriker (AD), ,l4lrage (D, Studio).

Serina Estrada {Ellen) rs a secorrd 1'eal undergraduirte the:rtre major. UC .San Diego

Crerlits: Scele s ,froin ttn ExecrLtiort (Rir.ela), Gruesonte PlaT'g,routd htjitrie s (Kar'leerr).

Sid1e1. Hill (Ilalcolm) is a utrtive of Net' r\'iexico. I{e s1-'si11 ,trtl.h of his iortrrative t'ears

rvolkins be[rnd the scenes on seveLal studio fill anc'l television procluctions, !,ertbrrlling
clrities firat yuriecl rts rtidelv a' rlail qrlherinq,rll tlre \\'av to bttrllL rtolk. Sp'lrked br llris
.rp;;.;, si.i;;)"; porri.,ir, u.',tlir."isu,t,e rioLLIcl call hii obsession, l-c'r both the prrocess

nnh lit-. crf an actor ivas isnited, ieading hirl to the citr- and stages tri Chicago, IL. He

.,irr.ntl1'holds a BA in Aiting lront thiLuirelsitr. ollliinois Chicago ar-rtl is:r tnetnber

oi the UC San Diego secor.rd-l,ear ltFA Acting coirort. UC Silr Diego credits: Eur|'dice
(Eurl.dice\ Father), 

"Bnb;, 
Ieeth iRod), Stre ttnrcrs (11ogeL), Gree n Cocktttoo ()iaruice), Ral-si;i

iii tlte Sun (George \fu-rrchison/Bobo).

Allvn Anthol.y.)Iori1'on (Alec) is a second-1'ear l,lFA Acting stuclet.it. He leceiled his BFA

ip Peribrnrirnce llorl Florida Internationai Ur.riversiti'(FIU) in }liirmi, Florida. UC San

l)ieeo credits: otlrcllo (cassio), \'\Ilutt o.f the N(lrt (Challie)Aie l'ou J"Lerri (Adarn, \\rNPF
70li). TLtning o.t tlrc Slnex,(tl). FIU credits: Tli Cherry Orclnrd (Pete-r), Att ldeLtl Husband
(Goring), Rliroi.. (Ernie), Deod. l'Io.tis Cell Pltorte (Dt'ight), Flea ht Her Ear (\/ictor'/Posh).

Brandon O'sullivan (Chris) is a second-1'ear N1FA Acting student frorn Nelr'York. UC
San Diego cledits: (v)holettess, Streamers. Neu'York credits: Bobraucsheihergttnterica.! .(The
Brerving"Dept.),'the Rercirgci 1, Trngadl'/Bottcsefler (Spic,v \Vitch Prociuc_tions), fle.t (Neu'

l-ight Tl'reatir Project), anroirg othelq. Toul credits: A |'ear *itlt Frog ntd_'[oad, Sclnolltouse
Rick: Live! (Surllight'I'heateri, ]lt,tlttutderstood (No.1i Productions). He holds a BS fron.r
Skidn.rore College. tvrr'tr,.BrandonOSullivar.r.corlt

Christine Penn (Paige) is a first-1,ear IIFA Actir-rg student originalil'from Neiv York.
llecent credits: Retl Ligltt \'\tinter (CSU Long Beach), the ivorld premier of .Otrt of Orbit
(Calitbrnia Repertor,v Ti-reatre). Christine holds a business degree from Califomia State

University Lorig Beach. UC San Diego credits Tlrc Green Cockatoo (Georgette), Rovolt,
She Said, Revolt Again.

Ava Geyer (Plapvright) is a second-1.ear NIFA Pla1'rr,riting student. At'ards and
cornmissiorrs ir-rclude the Francis Leir'io1,ne Page Ax'ard, an Alex Adarns cotnurission and
the Stanle,v J. Seeger Fellou'ship. Recent projects include Baby 7rr71, (\\'NPF '17). BA:
Princeton Unn'ersit)', 20 1 5.

I orr,e a great debt to retired Armi' llajor loshua l,iantz. and ]'ris storl ol recoven'. For
fultlrer readir.rg, looli to l-ris book The BeatLtt, a,f n Darker Soti: O':ercoitti;tg Traunta Tlu'orrglt
Titc Pon,'r ol Cotutectiott.

Cast Bios

About the

Fnorn Playwriglrt Ava Geyer



Dr.lan Ker.(Director) is a second.le.rr'\lFA Dilecting crrrrlidate. His rrttlli ltits beert

*i,i.,',I;J i; iotiu Rt.1 n,,use (\\ro\\1 Festivirl;, Undernririrr The.rtre, tlie D:rlils \itr)eulr1

;;;.;, D;ilr;.|"r'r i,iU, I(itclien Dog Tirearcr, 
-ancl 

site-specitlc..rvork throughout Dailas-

U" ip.irt five ,vears as the Arrirtic issocrate tbr Undem.rain 'fheatre ancl co-tbLrrlcletl

it*iiw.ur. il the Bar.,*a fruSg, for thicir he rt'as narrted a 2016 Dallas ir'iastermlnd

ij;h;J-;;l;.J itiilti,,n. Bos.arr and tlre SII I Lourpiur\', Iirrc B;.rnrtrtl11 ]o.eplr rti.t.l .llre
Lilins \\1ord Proiecr, and is ari rlurnni o1'the Lirrco]ri Cerrler 

'filerrtcr Directr-rls Lab lJ.\:

U,ri.&sitv of Dalias UC San Diego Credits: Otlrcllo, (*')holeness (\\INPF 2017).

i\,Iextly Almeda (Lighting Designer) is a first-1.ear i\'iFA Lighting l)esign stucle|1, 
f,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,hc

sraduire(l {rprrr L:C Slg Di.eu ti'itl,1 a Prrre \l,itirern.tticq ttra.ior. Thc,rtrc 111111or'. U( \.ttt
ilicqu credtti: 5rtrjr'j .lroiir itt E.\('.lr1lo?1. L ir(il'i(?.ldll{lfL \ir: P/rit fr'.i/lr;11 -'0/6. ,\u"
Dirictiorts 2016, Danttt'sclr,s, Roc,t,s ht Her Pttcket, tliesl-s1i'orks 2016, \'\itr or l/ie llbrl/.s, r\trr'
Directiotts 2015, Diritnrcr Srr,rfclie-i, Sirri-rel oir J'iai's, It'lrfuirrer, \\;irrter Studio Pto.iect! 201-;,

ir.[arrittge of Bette tutd Bott, llealll' Fall20],1. Otl-rer credits: Blurred Bttrdcrs Fe.stllril 'li,

Isabelle Calatrrese(Assistant Costume Designer) is a tl'rird-r'eirr ttttdergradLtale 'fheatt'e-

nrajor rviti.r ir iocLrs in Acting and I)irecting. Ilecentlr', she stage rtriirtag,ccl .C1't'trtto,Lic
iSeigerttc f ith Liuernrrtre Shiiiiespeale Irestivttl. Other cleclits: At'errtrc Q{liate), Et.ri'yriict
(Stdne), ancl Siil;Liiblrr (BeeBee) rr,ith S,rn ]oaqLiir.r Delta Coilege. UC San L)ie.{o credit: I/ic
Grecit Co ckntoo (Ensemble).

Hal.den Emmerson (Production Assistant) is a third-r'ear tlttrtst'el stltrleut frot.tt Yertturit
College tu.rd is in Sixth College. Ile l.ras acted in shor','s sucir as lttto tlrc l1irod-s, Iie llililirrg
Roon, Nlidstnilrirer' .\rrglifls Drean,'I'he \\!ntclt thot Errtls tlie Nrg/i/, Trio:ryle Fttcttn'1' Firc
Project, and flrc Green Cocl<ntoo. This is his iirst shorr,as a Procluction Assist.rnt.

Christopher Flagstad (Costurne Designer) is:r first-',ear NIFA Costume Desigr.r stutlent.
He is lrom Sarl Dieso, has ir BFA i-ronr UCLA, ancl attended San Diego Citr,Colle.e. Dcsi.qn
credits: Big \\'ltite Devil, Cesttr ortd Cleopotrtt, Faustus (UCi.A Theater Fest); -Frtrrlr liiic,
About o. Blrd (Francis Ford Copula One-Act Festival). UC Sirr.r Diego cleclit: \'\ihat o.i tlte
NEtur.

Gabe Greene (Dranraturg) Gabriel Greene (Director o1'Neir' Play, Developnreiit) joiued
La Jolla Pla,v1-ror"rse'.s altistic stalf in 2007. In addition to curirling ar-rd prodr.rcing the :rnntral
DNA Nerv \\'ork Series, l-re has r.lramatulged or.er tt'o rlozen nerv plavs and nnsicals tbr'
the Plal'house, ir.rciuding \1tild Goose Dreattts, At tlrc Oltl PLace, Escope to :\4argoritin'illc,
rl,fi-ss 1'orr Like Hcll, JUiiIi, Tlte Last Tiger ht Hoiti, Blueprittts ta Free doin, Up Here, 7lr
DarrelL Harnrrottd Pro.iect, The \\/ho c- Tlrc \\/hnt, ttilk Like Sirgrir' (also oli-Broaclrvar') anci
l4errtpitis (also Broadrr'a1'ar.rci London; tbur Tont,Arvards). \\rith Alex l-er,r', ire rvlote Srr/e
ot Home, a site-specific sl-rot'u'hicl'r t'as clereioped through the DNA Series anil receir.crj
its rr.or1c1 prenrier'e at.\iixed Bkrod Tl-reatr-e in 2017 (lr.e1'Awiucl). Gttosebutttps Alile, iris
in-rmelsive adaptation ol R.L. Stine's Lrest-selling novels (co-rvntten and drrectecl br"lbnr
Salamon) received its u'orid premiere at Tl.re \Iaults (l.ondon) in 20I6. Ht is a gr':rciuate o1'

Unir.ersitv of I'Iicl.ugan and Tlinitv College, DLrblin.

|acob Halpern }\?itzman (Production Slage }lanager) 1s t1 iirsr-1'ear I1liA Srilge
Nlarnirgerrrent studer-rt. Jacob began 1-ris proicssional career at Actors T}-ierrtle of LoLrisville rs
a stag.e iltilnitgellteni lntent (20i2-2013), He lirtef fetufned tor This Rartrloln \\/orlcl ('+0LIr

annual Humarra Festir,al of Net'Anrericurn P1a,1'.s, 20I6), Jtrcob is ironr NYC and has stagc
ruranageri ri,ith Prinrar).Sttrges, The Flea 'lheater, fhe PuLrlic l'heater, and The l\iacl Oni.s.
He has called Neu, Orleans l'rorr-re ibr tl're last three yeirrs, trncl hirs stage miuraged rrith I-e

Petit Theatre, The NOL,\ Irroiect, and Goat in lhe lloircl. ]acob l"iolds a IJA in Thealre Alts
fi'or.nFIerrdrixCollege.L:CSenDiegocledits: \\'ltntoftlteNlg/rianrllleloll,S/ie Saii,Jlrloli
:lga i; r.
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Sam Keamy-Nlinor.(Scenic & Projection Designer) is a first year IvIFA Scenic Design

.'utie,rr lrt,t. i:t o*,""'"lliti;'t"':;''""i t:jt!-1.,i'f::::.iltl""::l:i!i;llJiiLlt?
i:::Lill nU ".l ?;' H::rc' Jii's J;;::' ;,;;j; B;;; Liiiveis itl' ne ce nt p ro r e c t s i. cru d e

1\rDiBtl\C .,I, lr,n.r,,.',ii,'}'rri,ri*r*i. (fr,) ,,rr.i the L'S Iretlltere oi Ptoiir Qtrcer; lltt'

r ii ir.ilcrr / at Sttrgedoor tr'ii-ruor'

Iovce Lai (Assistant Director) i: a l'il'th )'cill Llllrlcrgrudtratc I lleatre nrajoI rt'ith I tbcus in

HJ.::''rli|fi'j',,iir;';,;'[,.',i,,."r. rt,is i, hcr I'ir)i ilrne ussistattr directing lin thc \\'\PF'
past cre dit i.cludes l t* Oiii'tr"E":,' rtith SD X"p, iud, He'irf \\'ith Iloxie' Tlte .IQng atttl I
*.ith \\reik l{esort, fl,r ir,'efr"s.r,.. (vot,t.,be opera.ieries), aud ttLrtueroLrs inrlie films'

Kristin Leadbetter (Research Dramaturg) is a tlrst-r'eat'PhL) stucler.rt She receiYed her BA

i' Co,t,rur-ricatioit rvitl 
" 

rp.-.*f J,rt,",-r if Perro,r,ri arld Prolissiotlal Conrtlr'l'ication fro,-l

SUNY Geneseo in 20l2,.r1icr" r1r. dercloped itllerest in ihe intersections oisocial sciences

..c1 r.rer.tt,*an.. tl,.o.i.r.'it.n ; ieceitil,rg her llirsters,i. Theat,e Arts at Stonl'-Brook

i:;i..:.ri;ti'ilrri"r"r,'*r,.a ,,., ,iii orr-il,. PrY'oclucer anci E'ent I'ia,ager.lbr iHeart1lediir'

ifr. i*i',,,;,li.ii;.ir. tf-l.,rr,= educrltor and protessir'lnal actor fbr regional the.rtel cotllparnie.s'

",ri 
,""a.]..f ior NyC-based stutlios. Hei areas oi ir-rlere st are ciin.rr.nut.tici'Ltion irnd n.iecla

;;i,;t.:, p.,.im,l,rr"n.. rheories ancl pedagogl', arcl t'emrnist critical theorr'.

Ursula ,\le.ver (\rocal Coach) l-ra-. str,itr,ietl r,'oicc rr'tth Crcili Ber11,- Patsv RoderrLrurg,

in,i,.ru \Vicie, Artl-r,-r, L"rro.'and Klisten LinliiirteL. Shc gr.rdr.r.itctl irt,r'tr the Aclvanced

iiri.. Stu,1i., iJr.',g.rr., ai the Cenlrirl School ol'Speech irtitl l)rama rn I-orlCorl tlnel is a

.f.-i,g,r,rt.J f-inklaiir leacl.rer, Betirre con.ring t_o UC San Di,ego,.she taught Yoice/Speecl-r

a,.,.itIe.t ai UC Santa Birr.bara, UC Sarrta (llru, Universitl'oi\{a-shington, and iour'-l'eirrs-at

iti.. firt. Schstti ol'i)r'itur;t. \{c1,er has wor}ict1 ?rt nLurerou.\ regiorliii theatfes lncluding the

CLrti'rrrc TIcirtre in ]liitnc.apoiis, South (.oast Repertorv1'heatre, \ale Rcpeltorl' fheat|e,
i!e La Jolla playh6rrse, alcl ihe klaho, Santa Cluz, Utarl-r, anci Or:eg.on.shairespeare Festivais

u.h.rrc she hrrs been n'olkinq olf and ou siucc 19S-;. As itn actress, she hiis u'orked exteilsive-
Ir rrr rc,r;orrrl tlrcrrlre. irrciLt.iirrg thc \)r'dq()rl Sltrtliespclrie F.'trivrll. .i.C. l. \c.rttle. the Se.rllle

lir.pcLLirr v Theirtre, rhc l{iiu'aLikee li.epe}tor'1.'I'heatre, and ti.re La Jolla Irlavirouse. In 2U07,

inJr.,lor,r'recipienioiUCsanDiegos'saltnranDistingr.rished Ieacl'reroitlieYearAn'ald.

C[oe ]liiler (Production Assistant) is a l'irst 1'ear ti-reatre ntajor at UC San Diego rvith an

eutpl11515 in stage ntirltagentent. She is grateiul lbr this opportul]it1'and is eager: to corltillLte
rvorking on shorts,

Hazel Park(Assistant Lighting Designer) is a t1'rird-1'ear undergraduate at UC San Diego
double mirjoriug ir.r Art Historly'Criticism and fheatre rvith a minor in }Iusic. UC San

Diego credits: (t,)holeness (\Vl{PF 2017, AS}l), Sociol Suicide (UNPI- 2016, PS}'i), Art Ideal
HLiitrtnd (stuclio Project, PStr{), Itrtrve Sorr (PA), Tlrough It }[a;' Shili (Assistant Llgl-rting
Designe r) ard l/re Skrl/rer (ASI'1).

I{aeAnn Ross (Sound Designer) is a flrst-r,eirr'},ii:A Sound Design studettt. She holds a

BI:A in'l'echnical Plocluction tl'om'Iexas Slate Uniyersitl IXST design credils Fool Far
1p1,g; Lagoll;'lllotrde:'l-he ],lusicol;51'\:otiten \'\tearitgThe Srr,ne Dre-s-c. Proi'essior.ral design
cretlits: (\\'irr.rbellev lrlay'house) Lttst in \brtket's, Tlrc 39 Sreps, llhrt Utiil Dark; (St. Edrvards
U:riversity,) Sfte lo'',e.s r\{e. UC Siur Diego cledits: \,{lnt oJ the lligltt? (Asst.), Revolt. Slrc
5rril. licroll Agrrilr.

Rosanna \\'ong (Assistant Stage,v'Ianager) is a thild-1'ear transler undergraduate student.
She rs ironr \ltrcau and irttended Dean College, NiA tbr ll.re Theatre Arts prograrn. Thlor"rgh
exlrlorrng 1r1'r'olliing Ltn Ha.ir, ll.osatrcro.ntz urd Guildenstetit are Dead, lttto i/re llroods,
anci f/re Eost itt Dettit Cttllege, Rosanra deciriecl to pilrsue stage managenlent. And she irirs
lecentlv stlrge manxgcd a one-irct shorr, Jlen'r,Cltristiittts E.,e or \\'lntercr. UC San Diego
crcrlit: 1ie i,olr, Slie Safu/, .ileyo/l ,{grriir.
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