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SHOSTAKOVICH II . SONG TEXT
SHOSTAKOVICH Seven Verses of Alexander Blok, Opus 127

l. flecnn O$eaun
Pa:nyuarcr c Aeeofi rrrurofi, gpy:;
Tu rurrcx une mo6nrr!...
Vesxas r xpafi nocrurlufi,
Kmrry AaHHyro xpanurr!...

Tanr, aa ffanueit cuacrruroft,
Bepera rBor{ Bo MrJre...
Bar cepAurufi, roeoprunsrfi
Moer c.n€grr Ha cKzure...

Mnnsrft BoprH He nepn€rcr,
Becs o4erufi r cepe6po...
B rpo6e rrxKo scxomxH€rcr
Eanr u udpHoe [epo...

ll, fanana nrnqa Bealar
Ha ua4rx 6ecroHequrrx BoA,
3ararou B rryprryp o6le.reHurrx,
Ona neqaer u no€r,
He s crdrax Kpbr;r rroAH{ts cnasreHHrrx...

Beqaer r{ro 3Jrbrx rarap,
.Beqaer ra:sefi prA KpoBaBbrx,
I,1tpyc, H roJroA, r{ rloxap,
3noAees curry, ru6enr [paBbx...

flpe4reunmu yxacoM o6lxr,
flpexpaurufi nHK ropr,rr mo6onrn,
Ho neqefi npaB,qoro :nfiar
Ycta, 3anerIrruec.fl rpomrc!

lll. Mrr 6tr^n saecrc
Mu 6rnu BMecre, rroMHlo r...
Hoqr nomroBaJracb, cKpI{rKa nena,
TH s sru 4nu 6rrna uol,
Trr c nax4uM qacoM xopolreJra.

Crsogr ruxoe xypqanre crpyft,
Cxsosr rafiuy xeHcrBeHHofi ynrr6xu
K ycranr npocuJrcr norleJryfi,
flpocurucr B cepAqe 3ByKr.r cKpr.rnKr.r...

lV. fopo4cnnr
fopog cnur, oKyraH MrJrolo,
llyrr rr,repuaror $onapu...
Tau 4al€ro, sa Henoro,
Bprxy or6necKu 3apn.

B sroM AaJrbHeM orpzDrenbr,r,
B srIlx or6necxax orn-a
flpr,rraurocr npo6yx4enre
,{ueft, rocxrprBbrx Anr MeHf,...

l. Pesnya 0felii
Razluchayas's devoy miloy, drug,
Ty klyalsya mne lyubit'!...
Uyezzhaya v kray postylyy,
Klyatvu dannuyu khranit' !...

Tam, za Daniyey schastlivoy,
Berega tvoi vo mgle...
Val serdityy, govorlivyy
Moyet slozy na skale...

Milyy voin ne vernotsya,
Ves' odetyy v serebro...
V grobe Iyaztko vskolykhnotsya
Bant i chomoye pero...

ll. Gamayun ptitsa veshchaya
Na gladyakh beskonechnykh vod,
Zakatom v purpur oblechonnykh,
Ona veshchayet i poyot,
Ne v silakh kryl podnyat' smyatonnykh...

Veshchayet igo zlykh tatar,
Veshchayet kazney ryad krovavykh,
I trus. i golod. i pozhar.
Zlodeyev silu, gibel' pravykh...

Predvechnym uzhasom ob"yat,
Prekrasnyy lik gorit lyubov'yu,
No veshchey pravdoyu zvuchat
Usta, zapekshiyesya krov'yu!

lll. My byli vmeste
My byli vmeste, pomnyu ya...
Noch' volnovalas', skripka pela,
Ty v eti dni byla moya,
Ty s kazhdym chasom khoroshela.

Skvoz' tikhoye zhurchan'ye struy,
Skvoz' taynu zhenstvennoy ulybki
K ustam prosilsya potseluy,
Prosilis' v serdtse zruki skripki...

lV. Gorod spit
Gorod spit, okutan mgloyu,
Chut' mertsayut fonari...
Tam daloko, za Nevoyu,
Vizhu otbleski zari.

V etom dal'nem otrazhen'i,
V etikh otbleskakh ognya
Pritailos' probuzhden'ye
Dney, tosklirykh dlya menya...

l.Ophelia's Son(,
When you left me, my dear friend
you promised to love me
You left for a distant land,
and swore to keep your promise!

Beyond the happy land of Denmark,
the shores are in darkness...
The angry waves wash
over the rocks...

My warrior shall not retum,
all dressed in silver...
The bow, and the black feather will
restlessly lie in their grave.

ll. Gamayun
On endless waters' smooth expanse,
By sunset clad in purple splendouq
ln Delphic tone she ever sings.
But cannot spread her weakened pinions...

She prophesies the Tartar yoke,
Its course ofbloody executions,
And quake, and famine, and alarm,
The righteous' downfall, evil's power...

In dark primeval terror wreathed,
Her countenance affame with passion,
She speaks; and prophecies resound
Through truthful lips with bloodstains clotted!

lll. We Were Together
We were together, I recall...
Violins sang in vibrant darkness;
Day after day you were my own,
With every hour you grew more fair.

The secrets of a woman's smile,
The quiet whispering of breezes
Set tender kisses on my lips,
And filled my hearl with violin songs...

lV. Ifie City IsAsleep
Gloom enwraps the sleeping city,
Lantems flickering and pale...
Daybreak's distant scintillations
Gleam beyond the dark Neva.

In this faraway reflection,
In these glimmerings of flame
Lay concealed the origin
Of my forsaken, joyless days...

continued on back of page



Y.6ypn
O, rax 6esyruno 3a oKHoM
Pener, 6ymyer 6ypx znax,
Hecyrcx ryqu, Jrrror 4ox4du,
H eerep noer, sauupax!

YxacHa Hoqr! B raKyro Hoqb
Mse xam mo4efi, ruru€Hnrrx KpoBa,
Coxa-uenre roHHT npoqb -
B o6rcrrq xoJroAa cuporo!

Eoporrcx c MpaKoM r,r AoNAdlr,
Crpa4amlee yqacrb pa3AeJrrrr...
O, rax 6*yulro 3a oKHoM
Eyuryer Berep, H:HHnas!

Vl.Tailnue snaKu
Pa^:roparorcx rafi nrre gHaxra
Ha rnyxofi, rienpo6yAuofi crese.
3ororue r.r KpacHbre MaKu
Haao uuofi Trroreror Bo cHe.

Vrcprrna:ocr B HoqHbre neqepbr
H ne nounro cypoBbrx qyAec.
Ha sape rorrydue xnMepbr
Crvrorpr:r B 3epKale .[pKr{x ne6ec.

Y6eraro B npo[reArxue MHrH,
Sarp\rearo or crpaxa rJra3a,
Ha rulcrax xoJro,4erouefi rcsurs -
3olorag neBHqbr Koca.

Ha4o unoft ne6oceog yxe Hr.r3oK,
t{€pHuft coH rrroreer B WyALr.
Moft xoHeq rpeAHaqepranHufi 6luaor,
H nofiua, H noxap - BnepeAr{...

Yll. Myeuxa
B Hour, rcor4a ycner rpeBora
I{ ropo4 cKpoerc.r Bo MrJre,
O, cromro My3brKr{ y 6ora,
Karure 3ByKr.r Ha :elr:re !

r{ro 6ypr xH3HH,
Eclu po:sr rBoH rlBeryr rune u ropxr!
rlro qexoseqecrne cl€3H,
Korga pyM;rHr4rcs :arar!

llpHrrau, Bla,quqraqa tcereHuofi ,
Crnosr KpoBb, cKBo3b MyKr{, cKBo3r rpo6a
flocreAuefi crpacru ry6orc neuuufi
Or ue4ocroftHoro pa6a.

V. Burya
O, kak bezumno za oknom
Revot, bushuyet burya zlaya,
Nesutsya tuchi, l'yut dozhdom,
I veter voyet, zamirayal.

Uzhasna noch'! V takuyu noch'
Mne zhal' lyudey, lishonnykh krova,
Sozhalen'ye gonit proch' -
V ob"yat'ya kholoda syrogo!

Borot'sya s mrakom i dozhdom,
Stradaltsev uchast' r azdely ay a...
O, kak bezumno za oknom
Bushuyet v eter, iznyv ay at

Vl. Taynyye znaW
Razgorayuts y a tay ny y e znaki
Na glukhoy, neprobudnoy stene.
Zolotyye i krasnyye maki
Nado mnoy fagoteyut vo sne.

Ukryvayus' v nochnyye peshchery
I ne pomnyu suror.ykh chudes.
Na zare golubyye khimery
Smotryat v zerkale yarkikh nebes.

Ubegayu v proshedshiye migi,
Zakryvayu ot strakha glaza,
Na listakh kholodeyushchey knigi -
Zolotay a devich'ya kosa.

Nado mnoy nebosvod uzhe nizok,
Chornyy son tyagoteyet v grudi.
Moy konets prednachertannyy blizok,
I voyna, i pozhar - vperedi...

Vll. Muzyka
V noch', kogda usnot trevoga
I gorod skroyetsya vo mgle,
O, skol'ko muzyki u boga,
Kakiye zvuki na zemle!

Chto burya zhizni,
Yesli rozy tvoi tsvetut mne i goryat!
Chto chelovecheskiye slozy,
Kogda rumyanitsya zakat!

Primi, Vladychitsa vselennoy,
Skvoz' krov', skvoz' muki, skvoz' groba
Posledney strasti kubok pennyy
Ot nedostovnoso raba.

V. Ifie lempest
Beyond my windoq fierce and wild,
The savage tempest roars and rages,
With scudding stormclouds, streaming rain
And howling wind that fades to silence!

An awful night! On such a night
I pity those bereft of shelter:
A deep compassion drives me forth
To share the winter's damp embraces!

To strive against the gloom and rain,
At one with outcasts, doomed to suffer...
Beyond my window, fierce and wild,
The raging wind sinks in exhaustionl

Vl. Secret Si$ns
The secret signs appear
on the impenetrable wall.
Golden and crimson poppies
blossom in my dreams.

I drown in the caverns of night,
and forget the magic of my dreams.
My fanciful thoughts
are reflected in the bright heavens.

These short moments will disappeaq
and the beautiful maiden's
eyes will close,
like the pages of a book.

The canopy of the stars is now low,
the darkest dreams lie heary in the heart.
My end is neal fate has ordained it,
with war and fire that lie before me...

Vll. Music
When the night brings peace,
and the city is bathed in darkness,
how heavenly is the music.
what wonderful sounds can be heard!

Forget the stormy hours of life,
when you can see the roses bloom!
Forget the sorrows of mankind,
when you see the crimson sunset.

O Sovereign of the Universe,
accept through pain, through blood,
this cup. f i l led to the br im
with the last passions of your unworthy slave.
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